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UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERY PLAN FOR CULTURAL RESOURCES 

ORIANA SOLAR PROJECT 

VICTORIA COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Oriana Solar, LLC is developing the Oriana Solar Project on approximately 1,100 acres of undeveloped 

land generally east of U.S. Highway 77 North, north of NE Zac Lentz Parkway, north of the city limits 

of Victoria, in Victoria County, Texas (site or project). The project is located within a larger 3,027-acre 

parcel; however, development has been sited to avoid identified constraints within the site. The location 

of the site can be seen on the vicinity map and the proposed project area can be seen on the attached 

buildable area exhibit.  Oriana Solar, LLC has terminated a leased area of Garcitas Ranch LP located 

in the north central portion of the site, north of Willow Creek.  The solar project does not propose 

construction within this area. The ALTA/NSPS Land Title Survey for the project that shows this Garcitas 

Ranch LP terminated lease area is attached.  

 

Oriana Solar, LLC intends to develop a solar energy facility with associated interior roads, infrastructure, 

and necessary equipment within the site.  A site layout for the project that shows blocks for solar arrays 

is attached. Although the project has no federal nexus which would trigger compliance with the National 

Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), a desktop cultural resources review was performed as due diligence 

to gather information on previously identified cultural resources in the vicinity of the project area.  As 

further due diligence, this Unanticipated Discovery Plan has been prepared and will be followed if 

cultural resources, including human remains, are encountered during construction onsite.   

 

CULTURAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 

A desktop cultural resources review was performed by Stone Point Services, LLC for the project area. 

This scope included the review of the Texas Archeological Sites Atlas and the National Register of 

Historic Places (NRHP) database to identify previously recorded cultural resources located within the 

site, also referred to as the project’s proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE). Stone Point Services, 

LLC performed a limited desktop analysis to evaluate the potential for the project to be considered a 

federal action, which would trigger NHPA requirements. Stone Point Services, LLC also evaluated the 

potential for Antiquities Code of Texas (ACT) requirements. The proposed project does not have a 

federal nexus and it is on private land. Therefore, NHPA and ACT do not apply to the project and 

additional study/survey and consultation with and/or concurrence from a lead federal agency (i.e. U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers) or the Texas Historical Commission (THC) is not required.  

 

Based on a review of the Texas Archeological Sites Atlas and the NRHP database, no archaeological 

sites have been recorded within one mile of the site. Two archaeological surveys have been conducted 

within one mile of the site. The site is located along Willow Creek and its tributaries to the south, which 

may increase the likelihood of unrecorded archaeological sites being present within the project area. A 
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review of previously recorded archaeological sites within similar environmental settings indicates that 

chances of encountering an unrecorded prehistoric archaeological site(s) within the northern portion of 

the site are high. A copy of the cultural resources desktop review letter is attached.   

ACTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
Construction work has the potential to uncover previously unidentified Native American or Euro-

American artifacts. If an artifact or material is discovered that is not of a clearly modern manufacture 

date (i.e. most of the artifacts being made of plastic, or having UPC bar codes), work will be halted until 

a qualified historic archaeologist can be consulted. It will be stressed that consistent identification of 

archaeological artifacts and features, especially historic archaeological material, requires considerable 

training and experience, and if there is any doubt about the age of any material uncovered, a 

professional archaeologist will be consulted. Work will be halted upon the discovery of any artifacts or 

features, and a qualified archaeologist will be consulted.  

 

Native American artifacts may include (but are not limited to):  

• Flaked stone tools or the chipping debris from stone tool production  

• Ground stone tools such as mortars, bowl, and pestles  

• Remains of fire hearths generally observed as discolored (often black, red, or mottled) earth  

• Charcoal staining; broken discolored rocks or shell  

• Structural remains such as wooden beams, post holes, or fishing weirs  

 

Historical artifacts may include (but are not limited to):  

• Glass artifacts (bottles, vessels, windows)  

• Ceramics (tableware, storage vessels, etc.) 

• Metal (cans or tins, industrial parts, nails) 

• Building materials (brick, mortar, beams, shingles, etc.)  

• Industrial or agricultural equipment or parts  

• Refuse piles may contain important archaeological evidence  

• Some plastics have manufacture dates before the 50-year threshold  

• Structural features such as foundations or basements, when found in areas where no buildings 

are known to have been present, will be investigated before further disturbance occurs.  

 

Protocol for coordination in the event of inadvertent discovery:  

• In the event of an inadvertent discovery of possible cultural materials, including human remains, 

all work will stop immediately in the vicinity of the find. A 100-foot buffer will be placed around 

the discovery with work being able to proceed outside of this buffered area unless additional 

cultural materials are encountered.  

• The area will be secured and protected.  

• The project manager/land manager will be notified. The project/land manager will notify the 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) – Texas Historical Commission (THC) 

o THC Main Contact Information: 

▪ Main Phone:  (512) 463-6100 
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▪ Main Email: thc@thc.texas.gov  

o THC Archeology Division:  

▪ Program Coordinator, Review and Compliance: Emily Dylla 

• (512) 463-5915 

• emily.dylla@thc.texas.gov  

▪ Victoria County Reviewer:  Jeff Durst 

• (512) 463-8884 

• jeff.durst@thc.texas.gov  

o THC Architecture Division: 

▪ Program Coordinator, Federal and State Review: Alexander Shane 

• (512) 463-8952 

• alexander.shane@thc.texas.gov  

▪ Victoria County Reviewer:  Sheena Cox 

• (512) 463-6083 

• sheena.cox@thc.texas.gov  

• If possible human remains are encountered, the Victoria County Sheriff’s Office, SHPO, and 

appropriate Tribes will also be notified.  

o Victoria County Sheriff’s Office: (361) 575-0651 

o SHPO: Emily Dylla: (512) 463-5915; emily.dylla@thc.texas.gov   

o Appropriate Tribes: As designated by SHPO  

• No work may resume until consultation with the SHPO has occurred and a professional 

archaeologist is able to assess the discovery.  

• If human remains are encountered, do not disturb them in any way. Do not call 911. Do not 

speak with the media. Secure the location. Do not take Photos. The location shall be secured, 

and work will not resume in the area of discovery until all parties involved agree upon a course 

of action.  

 

Proceeding with Construction: 

• Construction can only proceed after consultation has been concluded 

• Some areas may be specified for close monitoring or as “no-work zones” within the larger 

project area 

• For any inadvertent discovery, A professional archaeologist may be needed to assess the 

discovery and they will consult with SHPO and appropriate Tribal Governments to determine 

an appropriate course of action.  
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TATE ROAD

SURVEY NOTES:

1) BEARINGS SHOWN HEREON ARE BASED ON NAD83 (2011), TEXAS STATE PLANE, “SOUTH CENTRAL ZONE”, COORDINATE SYSTEM AND ALL DISTANCES
SHOWN HEREON ARE GRID DISTANCES IN US SURVEY FEET WITH A COMBINED SCALE FACTOR OF GRID: 0.9999454294, SURFACE: 1.00005457357811.

2) THIS SURVEY WAS PREPARED USING THE PROFORMA OWNER'S POLICY OF INSURANCE, FILE NUMBER NCS-FA552-NRG, DATED MARCH 26, 2024, (THE
"PROFORMA"), ISSUED BY FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY (THE "TITLE COMPANY"), AND ASSOCIATED VESTING DEEDS, EASEMENTS,
RIGHTS OF WAY AND OTHER TITLE EXCEPTION DOCUMENTS REFERENCED DOCUMENTS REFERENCED THEREIN. ALL EASEMENTS, RIGHTS OF WAY AND
OTHER ENCUMBRANCES AFFECTING THE PROPERTY, AS REFERENCED IN THE PROFORMA, HAVE BEEN CORRECTLY PLOTTED HEREON OR INDICATED AS
BEING "NOT PLOTTABLE" OR "BLANKET IN NATURE" AND, EXCEPT AS SHOWN, THERE ARE NO VISIBLE OR RECORDED EASEMENTS OR RIGHTS OF WAY
ACROSS THE PROPERTY, NOR ARE THERE OTHER EASEMENTS OR RIGHTS OF WAY OF WHICH THE UNDERSIGNED HAS BEEN ADVISED. ALL ABSTRACT
WORK WAS PERFORMED BY FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY AND WAS PROVIDED TO SURVEYING AND MAPPING, LLC. (SAM)

 
3) PIPELINE MARKERS LOCATED DURING THE TIME OF THE SURVEY ARE SHOWN HEREON. PIPELINES SHOWN HEREON ARE BASED ON INFORMATION

SHOWN BY THE RAILROAD COMMISSION, FOUND VISIBLE EVIDENCE OR RECORD EASEMENT INFORMATION PROVIDED BY TBD. THE PRESENCE,
LOCATION AND DEPTH OF PIPELINES SHOULD BE FIELD VERIFIED BEFORE CONSTRUCTION.

4) BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED TO THE SURVEYOR BY PROJECT COMPANY, THERE ARE "WETLAND" WITHIN THE PROJECT AREA, BASED ON THE
"AQUATIC RESOURCES DELINEATION REPORT" DATED MARCH 11, 2022 PREPARED BY KIMLEY HORN.

5) THE SUBJECT PROPERTY HAS ACCESS TO PUBLIC AND COUNTY ROADS: TATE ROAD, SALEM ROAD AND U.S. HIGHWAY 77.

6) THE WELL LOCATIONS SHOWN HEREON WERE PROVIDED BY THE CLIENT. SURVEYING AND MAPPING, LLC (SAM) ASSUMES NO LIABILITY TO THE ACTUAL
LOCATION OF ANY DRILLED AND/OR PERMITTED WELL LOCATIONS.

7) EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE NOTED AND/OR SHOWN ON THE SURVEY, THE PROJECT SITE IS INTERNALLY CONTIGUOUS WITHOUT BREAK, GAP, OR
INTERRUPTION, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE NOTED AND/OR SHOWN ON THE SURVEY, FOR LEASED OR OPTIONED PARCELS, ADJACENT TO HIGHWAYS AND
COUNTY ROADS.

8)  THE PROJECT SITE DEPICTED AND DESCRIBED HEREIN IS COMPRISED OF THE SAME PROPERTY OR LAND DESCRIBED IN SCHEDULE A, OF THE PROFORMA
OWNER'S POLICY, FILE NO. NCS-FA552-NRG FOR TITLE INSURANCE, DATED MARCH 06, 2024 PREPARED BY FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE
COMPANY.

9)   BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED TO THE SURVEYOR BY THE PROJECT COMPANY, CAD FILE NO. 26611-000-C2-0000-00002, THIS SURVEY SHOWS, AS
AN OVERLAY, THE LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED ABOVE GROUND AND UNDERGROUND SOLAR FACILITY IMPROVEMENT OF THE PROJECT (COLLECTIVELY,
THE "SOLAR FACILITIES"), WHICH SOLAR FACILITIES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING PROPOSED FACILITIES:
A.  SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC GENERATING FACILITIES (THE "ARRAYS").
B.  THE COMMUNICATION LINES, COLLECTION LINES AND TRANSMISSION LINES.
C.  THE ACCESS ROADS AND PATHS.
D.  THE SUBSTATION, THE INTERCONNECT SWITCHING STATION, AND THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE BUILDING.
E.  THE MAINTENANCE YARD, LAY DOWN AREAS, AND ANY OTHER IMPROVEMENTS OF THE PROJECT.

ALTA/NSPS (2021)  NOTES (OPTIONAL TABLE "A" ITEMS)

1) SUFFICIENT SURVEY MONUMENTS  AS SHOWN ON THIS SURVEY WERE FOUND TO ESTABLISH SECTION, TRACT AND PROJECT BOUNDARIES. ADDITIONAL
MONUMENTS WERE SET AND ARE SHOWN HEREON.

2) VICINITY MAP SHOWN HEREON.

3) ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM, FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM) COMMUNITY PANELS NO. 4806370150B, DATED
SEPTEMBER 18, 1987, AND 4806370125D, DATED NOVEMBER 20, 1998,  VICTORIA COUNTY, TEXAS. THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREON LIES IN FLOOD
ZONE “X” EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN AS FLOOD ZONE "A" WHICH IS WITHIN THE 100 YEAR FLOOD PLAIN.

4) THE APPROXIMATE TOTAL LAND AREA OF THIS SURVEY IS 1,332.92 ACRES +/-.

5)     VERTICAL RELIEF IS SHOWN IN CONTOUR FILE DELIVERED SEPARATELY AND NOT PART OF THIS SURVEY.

6A)  THERE ARE NO APPLICABLE GOVERNMENTAL SETBACK REQUIREMENT ACCORDING TO INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY THE DEVELOPER (THE "PROJECT
COMPANY") AND PER LETTER FROM VICTORIA COUNTY JUDGE BEN ZELLER DATED JUNE 20, 2023.

6B)  THERE ARE NO ZONING SETBACK REQUIREMENTS ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY PROJECT COMPANY AND PER LETTER FROM VICTORIA
COUNTY JUDGE BEN ZELLER DATED JUNE 20, 2023.

7A)   EXTERIOR DIMENSIONS OF EXISTING BUILDINGS ARE NOT SHOWN. EXISTING FARM/RANCH HOUSES, FARM/RANCH BUILDINGS, STORAGE BUILDINGS, 
LIVESTOCK PENS, AND SIMILAR IMPROVEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN SPECIFICALLY LOCATED. ONLY AN OUTSIDE PERIMETER SURROUNDING THESE SITES
HAS BEEN LOCATED AND IS SHOWN HEREON.

8) VISIBLE ABOVE-GROUND IMPROVEMENTS ARE SHOWN WITHIN THE PROJECT AREA BASED ON FIELD SURVEY INFORMATION.

11) NO SPECIFIC UTILITY COMPANIES SERVING THE SITE ARE SHOWN HEREON. THE GAS, ELECTRIC, AND COMMUNICATION SERVICE LINES WERE THE ONLY
VISIBLE UTILITIES OBSERVED ON THE SITE AND ARE SHOWN HEREON. PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS PIPELINES HAVE ALSO BEEN SHOWN HEREON.
OBSERVED EVIDENCE WERE UTILIZED TO LOCATE EXISTING  PIPELINES SHOWN HEREON. THE SURVEYOR DOES NOT HAVE KNOWLEDGE AS TO THE
AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES TO, OR STATUS OF, THE UTILITIES OF THIS SITE.

13) NAMES OF ADJOING OWNERS OF ALL ADJOINING LANDS ARE SHOWN SHOWN HEREON.

14) DISTANCE TO THE NEAREST INTERSECTING HIGHWAYS AND COUNTY ROADS ARE SHOWN HEREON.

15) RECTIFIED ORTHOPHOTOGRAPHY, PHOTOGRAMMETRIC MAPPING AND LIDAR WERE USED AS THE BASIS FOR THE LOCATION OF A PORTION OF THE
SURFACE IMPROVEMENTS SHOWN ON THE SURVEY AND WERE PROVIDED BY SAM, LLC.  AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY FLOWN 11/02/21.

16) THERE WAS NO OBSERVED EVIDENCE OF CURRENT EARTH MOVING WORK, BUILDING CONSTRUCTION OR BUILDING ADDITIONS DURING SURVEY.

17) NO INFORMATION REGARDING PROPOSED CHANGES TO RIGHT OF WAY LINES WAS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE SURVEYOR, AND THERE WAS NO
OBSERVED EVIDENCE OF RECENT STREET OR SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIRS DURING SURVEY.

18) THERE ARE NO OFF-SITE EASEMENTS BENEFITING THE PROJECT SITE PER INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE DEVELOPER.

19) PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE POLICY OBTAINED BY SURVEYING AND MAPPING, LLC (SAM) IS IN EFFECT THROUGH OUR THE CONTRACT TERM.
CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE TO BE FURNISHED UPON REQUEST.

SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATION:
· ORIANA SOLAR LLC
· FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY
· BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON, as Collateral Agent for the Secured Parties
· MUFG BANK, LTD, and each of their successors and assigns as their interests may appear

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THIS MAP OR PLAT AND THE SURVEY ON WHICH IT IS BASED WERE MADE IN
ACCORDANCE  WITH THE 2021 MINIMUM STANDARD DETAIL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALTA/NSPS LAND
TITLE SURVEYS, JOINTLY  ESTABLISHED AND ADOPTED BY ALTA AND NSPS, AND INCLUDES ITEMS 1, 2,
 3, 4, 5, 6(A), 6(B),  7(A), 8, 11, 13, 14, 15,  16, 17, 18, AND 19 OF TABLE A THEREOF. THE FIELD WORK
 WAS PERFORMED IN SEPTEMBER 2023.
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Stone Point Services, LLC 
11827 County Road 41 
Tyler, TX  75706 
(903) 881-3103 
Todd@StonePointServices.com 

 
March 11, 2022 
 
Mr. Tommy Browder 
Director, Development 
Advanced Power Services, Inc. 
155 Federal Street, 17th Floor 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
Re: Desktop Archeological and Historic Resources Review for the Oriana Solar Project, Victoria 

County, Texas  
 
Dear Mr. Browder: 
 
Stone Point Services conducted an initial desktop review of the Texas Archeological Sites Atlas and the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) database to identify previously recorded cultural resources 
located within the above referenced project’s proposed Area of Potential Effect (APE). The study area 
consists of an approximately 3,028.59-acre (1,225.63-hectare) tract in Victoria County, Texas. Stone Point 
Services performed a limited desktop analysis to evaluate the potential for the project to be considered a 
federal action, which would trigger National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requirements. Stone Point 
Services also evaluated the potential for Antiquities Code of Texas (ACT) requirements. It is our 
understanding that the proposed project does not have a federal nexus and it is on private 
land. Therefore, NHPA and ACT do not apply to the project and additional study/survey and consultation 
with and/or concurrence from a lead federal agency (i.e. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) or the Texas 
Historical Commission (THC) is not required.  
 
Based on a review of the Texas Archeological Sites Atlas and the NRHP database, no archaeological sites 
have been recorded within one mile of the study area. Two archaeological surveys have been conducted 
within one mile of the study area. The study area is located along Willow Creek and its tributaries to the 
south, which may increase the likelihood of unrecorded archaeological sites being present within the 
study area. A review of previously recorded archaeological sites within similar environmental settings 
indicates that chances of encountering an unrecorded prehistoric archaeological site(s) within the 
northern portion of the study area are high (reference Figure 4). Historic aerial photography available 
through the various online sources, and other historic maps sources were used to evaluate if the study 
area was previously used for habitation. Specific maps reviewed include historic aerial photographs taken 
in 1970, 1981, 1983, 1996, 2004, 2008, 2012; Historic topographic maps from 1953, 1976, 1995, 2013, 
2013 of the Beeville quad were reviewed. There are two structures depicted in the 1953 topographic map. 
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One structure is located in the southern tip of the survey area and appears to be an outbuilding. The 
second structure appears toward the middle on the west side of the survey area, immediately north of 
Tate Road. It is depicted as a potential dwelling. The dwelling is gone by the 1976 topographic map and 
1981 aerial photograph. The outbuilding is no longer present on the 1996 aerial image.  The 1981 aerial 
photograph indicated the potential presence of a structure in the northeast portion of the study area at 
the study area boundary just south of Willow Creek. This structure is no longer present on the 1996 aerial 
photograph. Structures appear at the east end of Tate Road in 1996 aerial photograph where Tate Road 
makes a half circle to the south around the radio tower location. A structure appears at the end of Tate 
Road to the east in 2008 near the location of a marked radio tower on the 1995 topographic map. 
Additionally, the 1953 topographic image depicts a windmill in the central portion of the study area as 
well as spoil banks all along the tributaries of Willow Creek throughout the study area. The 1995 
topographic map indicated the presence of a radio tower east of the windmill. The study area appears to 
have served as agricultural property throughout its land use history. The agricultural land use history of 
the project area would indicate that surficial cultural resources (if present) would likely be disturbed.  
 
Very deep soils of the Nada-Cieno frequently ponded complex soil series are present within the central, 
eastern and western portions of the study area. The Nada-Cieno complex series soils were formed by the 
gradual accumulation of flat coastal plains and could potentially contain deeply-buried cultural resources. 
Very deep soils of the Telferner soil series are present within the eastern, western, and northern portions 
of the study area. These soils, both Nada-Cieno and Telferner, were formed by the accumulation of loamy 
fluviomarine sediments of Pleistoncene age from the Lissie Formation. The Degola soil series is also 
present in northern portion of the study area along Willow Creek. This soil series consists of very deep, 
well drained soils formed in stream sediments in recent alluvium. Quaternary deposits of Pleistocene age 
predate Holocene deposits. They also indicate a potential for buried archeological deposits in the area.  
 
It is our understanding that the proposed project does not have a federal nexus and it is on private 
land. Therefore, NHPA and ACT do not apply to the project and additional study/survey and consultation 
with and/or concurrence from a lead federal agency (i.e. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) or the THC is not 
required.  
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Todd McMakin 
Senior Archeologist 
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Figure 1: Oriana Solar Project Area Map 
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Figure 2: Victoria Solar Project USGS 7.5 min Topographic Quad Map 
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Figure 3: 1970 Historic aerial imagery with potential structures in central portions of the study area 
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Figure 4: Initial probability assessment 
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